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Cell phones for dogs
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The German Shepherd Rescue of Orange County (GSROC) is a nonprofit organization run solely by volunteers who contribute time and money to rescue, rehabilitate and re-house purebred German Shepherds. With the holiday season quickly approaching, and no actual facility for the organization, GSROC has been faced with having to find space and raise money in order to kennel over 80 dogs.

As part of a capstone class public relations campaign project, JR De Los Reyes and four other students discovered GSROC and decided it would be a perfect opportunity to raise awareness and contribute to a great cause since many of them shared a love for German Shepherds.

The group chose to start a campaign called “Palms for Paws,” which asks students to donate the small things that fit in the palm of your hand, such as change or cell phones. These items will be donated to the GSROC for recycling.

“The direct message is, the small things that fit in the palms of our hands can affect the paws in need,” said De Los Reyes. “We’ve gotten great feedback.”

De Los Reyes said he believes most people have a couple of old cell phones they do not use anymore, and he did not think many students were aware that cell phones could actually be recycled. He felt this would be a small donation everyone could make that would have a big impact.

“When I first created the event I was kind of skeptical because (I thought) how are people on campus going to donate their cell phones? That is so weird, but it just happened to work,” De Los Reyes said.

De Los Reyes and his group have a table on Titan Walk from Monday through Wednesday between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Volunteers from the GSROC and for a few hours, a German Shepherd, are at the booth and available to provide information about the organization.

Jonathan Stone, a senior and member of the group, grew up with a German Shepherd for 11 years, and despite the breed having a reputation as a strong police service dog, he believes German Shepherds are great for any type of family.

“They are some of the most loyal dogs. Through my research I found out that dogs that grow up with kids, they really respect the kids, which make them a great family dog,” said Stone.

So far the group is pleased with the response and has received 18 cell phone donations after only one day.

Because the GSROC will recycle the cell phones in bulk, it will be receiving the maximum money for its donation, $3 to $7 per cell phone depending on how old the cell phone is.

Scott MacIntyre, volunteer at GSROC and assistant principal at Troy High School, has been with the organization for three years. He began adopting German Shepherds 10 years ago along with his wife. Both have seen firsthand how much funding is needed for the dogs.

“Right now we have about 100 dogs. One-third of them are in private foster homes like we prefer them to be and the other two-thirds are in private kennels,” said MacIntyre.

MacIntyre said in order to kennel a dog, different locations can charge between $13 to $19 a night per dog. On top of that, GSROC pays to have the dogs spayed, neutered and microchipped. Despite an adoption fee, more funding is needed.

“That’s a lot of money going out every single day,” MacIntyre said. “That’s as much and more than the adoption fees. We can burn through that money in a heartbeat.”

GSROC also hosts bake sales and other events every weekend at several PetSmart and Petco locations around Orange County.

“If you can’t donate a quarter, a penny or a cell phone, at least you can tell people that this is a great cause,” De Los Reyes said. “Just by spreading awareness, maybe you’re not donating but you’re supporting it.”

The GSROC recently was awarded the “Best Way to Get a Pet” 2011 award by the OC Weekly Magazine. Because its German Shepherds are fostered by volunteers, it wishes to soon raise enough money to where it can buy a facility and have all its dogs together.

