German Shepherd Rescue of Orange County wins OC Weekly "Best of" Award 
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By Amanda Micon, Best Friends Network volunteer 

German Shepherd Rescue of Orange County wins OC Weekly Magazine 2011 "Best Of" Award just in time for their upcoming "Palms for Paws" fundraising event. 

The German Shepherd Rescue of Orange County (GSROC) has been tirelessly dedicating themselves to “rescuing, rehabilitating and re-homing purebred German shepherd dogs [throughout Southern California] that have no where else to turn.”
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They successfully saved more than 350 dogs last year, and are currently right on target to rescue over 400 this year. As an all-volunteer organization with no paid staff, dogs taken in by the rescue are housed in boarding kennels and volunteer foster homes while the organization works to ensure that they are all spayed/neutered, de-wormed, and vaccinated before going to their forever homes. The GSROC currently has no kennel facility of their own, but dreams of having one in the future so that they may reduce the costs incurred by boarding dogs as they wait for placement.

To that end, donations are critical to the GSROC. They receive no government funding, and therefore survive solely on the generosity of their donors. The organization was therefore quite honored when they were recently chosen as the “Best Way to Get a Pet” in the 2011 OC Weekly Magazine “Best of” issue. In this issue, OC Weekly Magazine chooses outstanding businesses, people, and organizations throughout Orange County in hundreds of categories in order to compile a prestigious list of the “Best Of.” Being chosen by the magazine has earned the GSROC “recognition throughout Southern California as the premiere nonprofit pet adoption agency.”

“We feel proud and grateful to have been chosen for this honor," says Maria Dales, the organization’s founder and director. "Our volunteers work tirelessly on behalf of the many dogs depending on us, while upholding the highest standards of compassion and professionalism. You can’t instill this level of dedication in someone — it has to come from the heart. Individually and collectively, our volunteers are of the finest caliber, so it is truly rewarding to see their commitment acknowledged.”

Being placed with so many other high profile winners on the OC Weekly “Best Of “ issue has put the GSROC in great company as they continue to work to ensure that purebred German shepherds throughout Southern California are placed in loving and safe homes. They are hoping that the extra publicity that this win has given them will translate to increased volunteers, donations, and ultimately adoptions.

Being chosen for such a high honor by the OC Weekly Magazine has not stopped the GSROC from working tirelessly to meet their goal of saving over 400 dogs this year however. They are continuing to work within the organization on ways to secure a better future for local German shepherds. The GSROC has in fact been preparing for an upcoming fundraising event that they hope will only increase their ever-growing status within the Southern California rescue community. 

The GSROC will be hosting a “Palms for Paws” event next week on the California State University Fullerton campus. They will have a booth set up on the Titan Walk of the Campus on November 15th -17th where they will be collecting donations of the small things that one can fit in their palm, such as loose change and cell phones.

The GSROC “wants you to know that it is the small things in life that count. By donating and contributing the simple things, such as those that fit in the palm of our hands[,] we can achieve instant gratification and help an animal in need.” The GSROC is hoping that in this month of giving thanks, people will remember that they can show their appreciation for our canine friends with even the seemingly smallest of gestures. 

Despite their recent publicity coup, the GSROC knows that “pet overpopulation continues to cost 6-8 million companion dogs and cats their lives every year. Of this figure, more than 25 percent are purebred animals. We believe that by focusing on the niche that we know best — German shepherd dogs — and by placing the dogs in suitable, lifelong homes, we can significantly reduce the number of animal lives that are lost in our immediate area.”

The GSROC hopes to continue to build on the great success that they have achieved thus far. They believe that with the support of the local Orange County community they “can continue this life-saving mission one deserving dog at a time.”

To learn more about the German Shepherd Rescue of Orange County, please visit their website or call them at (714) 974-7762.

To learn more about, or participate in the Palms for Paws event please either visit the GSROC website or the event's Facebook page.

